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U.S. Durum Production Regions
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2017 U.S. Northern Durum Quality

Survey based on collection of 211 producer 
samples during harvest.

Analysis conducted by the Durum Quality Lab, 
North Dakota State University in Fargo, N.D.



2017 Desert Durum® Quality or Pacific SW

Survey based on 17 composite samples collected 
from Grain Handlers.

Quality analysis conducted by the California Wheat 
Commission Lab and milled by the Durum Quality Lab, 

NDSU in Fargo, N.D.
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US Northern Durum
Planting, Growing and Harvesting Seasons

Durum production in the U.S. Northern Plains is down by more than 50% from 2016 due 

to a small decline in acreage and sharply lower yields caused by severe drought.

Planting:

Planting began slightly early in the third week of April, progressed rapidly due to warm conditions and 

few rain delays, and was finished by the end of May.

Growing:

Emergence was slow in areas due to lack of moisture, and yield potential across the region was quite 

low with some acres abandoned. The dry conditions pushed crop development ahead of normal, but 

kept disease pressures minimal. 

Harvesting:

Harvest began in early August, moved quickly due to dry conditions and lower yields, and finished by 

late September. Scattered rain delays toward the end of harvest affected the color of a portion of the 

crop. 
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